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= S025. Issued March 9, 1916. 
_ United States Depavtriient of Agriculture, _ 


BUREAU OF PLANT tO ee 
New and Rare Seed Distribution. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


NATAL GRASS (Tricholaena?oséa)> 


OBJECT OF THE DISTRIBUTION.—The distribution of new and rare seeds has 
for its object the dissemination of new and rare crops, improved strains of 
staple crops, and high-grade seed of crops new to sections where the data of 
the department indicate such crops to be of considerable promise. Hach pack- 
age contains a sufficient quantity for a preliminary trial, and where it is at all 
practicable the recipient is urged to use the seed for the production of stocks 
for future plantings. It is believed that if this practice is followed consistently 
it will result in a material improvement in the crops of the country. Please 
make a full report on the inclosed blank regarding the results you obtain with 
the seed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Natal grass is a South African plant which has been known in » 
Florida many years. In recent years it has become popular on the 
sandy soils of that State and to some extent along the Gulf coast 
westward into southern Texas. It is a perennial, but does not sur- 
vive the winter where the temperature falls much below freezing. 
It is usually cultivated as an annual. 

In the United States it is now cultivated more extensively in 
Florida than elsewhere. Farther west along the Gulf ‘Coast it sue- 
ceeds well but has not yet been extensively planted. It is well worth 
trying in southern Texas, Arizona, and California. 

While it can be grown as a summer annual as far north as Wash- 
ington, D. C., 1t is not likely to become of much importance as a 
field crop except in the extreme South. 


DESCRIPTION. 


When a single plant of Natal grass is allowed abundant room it 
will form a large tuft, sometimes 3 to 4 feet in diameter. The 
lower branches scon become decumbent, while the central stems are 
more nearly erect. The stems are slender, 3 to 4 feet high, and well 
covered with leaves, which are so nearly erect that few are lost in 
mowing the hay. 

The seeds are produced in large clusters of about the size and shape 
of a panicle of oats. In most cases the seed clusters are bright red 
or rosy crimson in color, and for that reason the grass has sometimes 
been called “redtop.” Itis, however, very different from the common 
northern grass known as redtop. The name “ Natal grass,” which 
indicates the country of which it is a native, is more appropriate 
and distinctive and is the one now in most common use. 
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mer, and most of that now cultivated in Florida is grown in rotation. 


‘ newly cleared, as such soil always produces a heavy yield. Older 





plants will be killed i es a aa so San erass can ee bee 
n troublesome weed. 





CULTURE. 
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Natal grass requires a long and warm season ‘for its growth. Be- 


ing a perennial it grows continuously until checked by cold weather, - 
so the longer the warm season the greater will be its period jf 
growth. It is not injured by moderately cool weather, but its 
growth is always stopped by the first frost, and nearly all the plants: ae. 
are killed by even a slight freezing of ane ground. Its ANegauen ee | 
is not recommended where heavy winter freezes occur or pis ye 
even light freezes are frequent. _ ae, 

Natal grass makes its principal growth in middle and late sum- 
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with some winter or early spring crop. 
Natal grass makes good grazing for cattle and horses during ae 


summer and fall; but other pasturage is abundant at that time and — ase Pot 
can usually be ee at less expense, and it gives little grazing in > — 
winter and early spring. It does not grow well on ground which 


has never been plowed, and so can not be recommended as a founda-_ 
tion for permanent pastures. It is not suited for use on a lawn, as 
it grows tall and does not make a turf. = 
Natal grass is like any other plant in that it makes its best orowth an 
on the richest soil. Fertilizers are seldom used directly on the grass, 
They are not needed for making a good crop on land which has been 


fields are usually well fertilized in the fall for the growing of some 
winter crop, and the residue of that fertilizer is sufficient to make 
a good growth of the grass during the following season. When any 
special ieee is feed on the grass it should be largely nitrogenous, a 
cottonseed meal or nitrate of soda being the materials most com- 
monly used. 

The best soil for the grass is one which is sandy and well drained. 
Excellent crops be Natal grass ahsie been grown on muck col L 


a heavier growth, like Para grass eae Rhone ane Oni wet soils. 
Para grass and Paspalum are more satisfactory. . 

No special preparation of the ground is necessary befdas in OV 
the secd except that the surface should be made as fine, mello 
even as possible. The field should be made so smooth fe a 
machine can be used without trouble. If the soil is ror 
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ae moi the field has been used for some crop which 
ee SLES : koe De a and harrowed until no trace 


y hairy and usually stick together in large bunches when dry, 
; wel: to dampen and roll them in soil or wood ashes before 
When treated in this way they remain separate and it is 


ds. Many planters think it better to leave the covering wholly 
rains. The seed should never be covered deeply, and therefore 


1g while the ground is still occupied with potatoes or some other 
er crop and no hay crop is expected until late summer, the 
ng may be very light, only 2 or 3 pounds per acre. If not 
» until later in the season it should be much heavier, 8 to 10 


to oats or some winter truck crop. After the winter crop is 
oved in the spring, the land is given a shallow plowing or disk- 
ae is me until smooth. On fields treated in this way the 
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is eaten well by stock, and therfore i is diner to compete Ww. 
in all regions where it can be grown. tie 
The average yield of Natal grass hay is 24 ne 8 tons ) 
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disappear ethon the gad 1s ae to Natal grass, so that Ba 
growers and truckers claim it is worth more than it costs for 
purpose alone. Sand spurs are specially troublesome in « 
groves, often being so abundant as to make work in them extren 
disagreeable. The growing of Natal grass in the groves not 
prevents the growth of the sand spurs, but it also gives two or t 
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crops of excellent hay annually. i Tale q 
| SAVING SEED. rae 
Seed should never be gather ed until the deep crimson color of | 
immature heads begins to fade to the paler red of those which 
ripe and until the glossy appearance of the immature heads is 
scured by the spreading hairs of those which are really ripe. 
Where the grass has made a good growth the yield of se ; 
about 100 pounds per acre from the first growth, which can ae 
stripped with little injury to the hay. . 
When immature seeds are gathered, they are full of moisture 
heat very quickly unless spread out to dry. Even if mature se 
gathered early in the morning while still damp with dew, tl 
ie, and soon be killed. The freshly gathered sacks of seed. 
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and the Hl spread on the ane SO it will not be more than a Aa! 
deep. sii 
Prompt and thorough drying is absolutely essential to p 
the seed in good condition. After it is emptied from the k 
should be stirred frequently, at least twice daily, until it is well ai 
dried, after which it may be again put in sacks for storage. ; 
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